
Thursday 28th February.  

Everybody seemed to be busy. Some students were in the dining hall, cleaning and arranging the place, some were 

more concerned with the preparation of a nice meal while others were decorating our chapel. Each and everyone had his own task 

and were very committed to it. It appeared that our small Spiritan Community at Njiro was in the mood of a celebration. Was it 

because we were going for our mid-semester break? Surely not. In fact on this day the Spiritans around the world are called every 

year to commemorate one of the main figures of the Congregation who has contributed a lot in making the Congregation of the 

Holy Spirit and the Immaculate Heart of Mary what it is today. Here we are talking of Blessed Daniel Brottier. In our own way 

and in the spirit of the congregation, our community here in the Seminary also wanted to commemorate this great figure. 

Our evening began with a time of prayer and meditation where we had the privilege to listen to the bibliography of 

Blessed Daniel Brottier, recounting the history of his life, his missionary life and above all his passion for Christ, which was 

prepared by one of our brothers. Being ordained a priest on October 22, 1899, Brottier was however not contented to work for the 

Catholics of France. He was motivated to give his life to bringing the Gospel to unbelievers. Having this in mind, he joined the 

congregation of the Holy Ghost fathers and was sent as a missionary to Senegal where he worked with great drive and 

commitment. After some time Fr. Daniel was called back to France and served in the French Forces during the First World War. 

He worked in the Red Cross and took part even in battles. After that, he founded the National Union of ex-Servicemen shortly 

after leaving the French forces. 

In 1923, the Archbishop of Paris, Cardinal Dubois, asked the Congregation of the Holy Spirit to take over the Orphans 

of Auteuil, a shelter for the many half-starved children living on the streets of Paris. Providing refuge and education for children 

was an early and ongoing option for the Congregation, which often had orphanages attached to seminaries and schools. Fr. Daniel 

Brottier took up the task. For 13 years, Fr. Brottier lived among these abandoned children. He welcomed them, listened to them 

and suffered with them in their misery. 

Fr. Brottier is a model as a missionary who did not dissociate his ministry with his faith and relationship with Christ. 

He found himself very closed to Therese of Lisieux. Although preeminently a man of action, his work flowed from an interior 

“practical union” with God. 

After a good time of meditation and prayer, we proceeded with the second part of our evening. Direction: the Dining 

hall. Here we gathered for the sharing of a nice meal prepared by the students themselves and we were also entertained by a 

group of students. The latter presented a play to which the majority of us was able to relate. In fact they presented somebody who 

cheated for an interview for a job offer and how he was denied for the post. The issue of plagiarism came out very obviously and 

our rector also took the opportunity to address the students on that very issue. After that we continued with a “dancing game”. 

Our evening celebration ended on a good note. 

This day revealed that wherever we are, there is only one Spirit. All around the world, we feel this sense of belonging 

to the big family of the Spiritans. May God bless His Church, the Congregation and His missionaries. 

By Patrick Polydor 


