
Celebration of Libermann day- 2013 in Spiritan Missionary Seminary. 

The 2
nd

of February is one of the most imperative days in the antiquity and life the 

Congregation of Holy Ghost Fathers “The Spiritans”. This day in the year 1852, the 

Congregation’s second founder; the saintly Fr. Francis Mary Paul Libermann passed from this 

life in the evening during Vespers when the choir in the adjacent chapel was chanting the 

Magnificat. It is always requisite of all Spiritans in the world to mark the memorial of Fr. 

Libermann in their communities or in extended communities. This day transpires to coincide 

with the feast of the presentation of the Lord which is congruently the day of consecrated life. 

In the Spiritan Missionary Seminary, this day is recurrently marked in a special way with 

festivities sweetened with different creativities from the Formatters and Seminarians. The 

recently marked Libermann day, which fell on a Saturday, was celebrated in a distinct way of its 

kind here in the Seminary. The day was heralded by amid other undertakings, football and 

volleyball matches between inhabitants of the Libermann hostel and Poullart Des Places hostel in 

the Seminary. Superbly enough, in both disciplines, Libermann hostel triumphed, thrashing 

Poullart hostel three sets to one in volleyball and three goals to one in a fervently contested. It is 

worth remarking that in both games, Poullart players chanced to be the first scorer then 

Libermann’s equalized and finally added two more victory goals and sets in football and 

volleyball correspondingly. These volleyball and football matches were, respectively, played on 

the Tuesday and Thursday prior to the material day: Saturday. One may analytically discern that 

Libermann team was winning in a Trinitarian dimension of scoring. This ostensibly connoting 

Libermann’s great love of the Triune God.   

On the Friday preceding that precise Saturday, The Rector of the Seminary, Fr. Justi 

Tarimo CSSp., during his conference with the Seminarians, gave a lengthy and wealthy sharing 

about Libermann’s Spirituality as manifest in Fr. Libermann’s letter addressed to the Superior of 

a certain congregation of Sisters. 

The day; Saturday started with the Morning Prayer and Mass with Libermann’s portrait 

decorated and positioned under the altar. The merriments were to be held in the evening. The 

evening was characterized by a litany of proceedings starting with the liturgical ceremony that 

commenced at 1830hours. This liturgical celebration which took place in the Seminary Chapel 

started with an entrance Holy Spirit song. This was followed by the presentation of a paper about 

Libermann’s life by one of the Seminarians. After the paper, there was ten minutes of meditation 



on the life of Fr. Libermann and then followed by Intercessions led by one Seminarian. The 

liturgical ceremony was concluded by the Angelus and final blessings by the Rector. 

This day was climaxed with a reception in the Ryan hall. Plays, rib-breaking fun and 

jokes, songs, solo and group presentations of diverse entertainment items, speeches, report about 

the results of the matches played in honor of Fr. Libermann and an assortment of delicacies 

fashioned the recipe of the bash. On everyone’s face was evidence of joy and the aroma of 

Libermann could be felt ubiquitously in the compound disseminating from the Ryan Hall. 

Appreciations and quotes from Fr. Libermann’s aphorisms characterized most of the speeches 

given by different speakers.  

(Fr. Renatus Assenga CSSp giving a speech during Libermann 

celebration party. Looking on is Fr. Luke Mbefo CSSp.) 

 

 

 

(Standing before the community gathering, are  

Seminarians Plato Ndetembea ® and Vincent Brytie  

performing an entertainment item at the party.)  

A prodigious aspect of creativity was witnessed on that day as among other stuffs, there 

was a beautiful song performed by a group of first year students composed from Libermann’s 

final word’s before he surrendered his Spirit to the Lord: be fervent in Spirit and above all, 

charity…charity…charity……. 

(A group of First year students performing a song composed from 

Libermann’s last words before passing away.) 

 

 

 



The celebration culminated at around 2045hours with the closing prayer and blessing by the 

Rector. 

 

 

By, Massawa Charles Valentine 

 

 


