
WONDERS WITHIN A WONDER 

  

Human development does not happen by concentrating in one aspect of life, but from different life 

experiences. The different experiences break the monotony of life thus ushering creativity and re-energize those 

involved. Continuous intellectual 

formation alone cannot constitute 

a complete productive individual 

rather it may make one dull. 

Experiencing nature in its natural 

habitat practically brings out the 

awesomeness of living.To 

actualize this, the Spiritan 

community had on Saturday the 

11
th
 of February, 2012, to take a 

tour to Ngorongoro conservation site. How amazing the picnic was! Such an event gave them a chance to break 

from the usual routine of academics and community daily chores. This event brought them to experiencing the 

original way of eco-existence. What a wonder!  

The world is full of wonders; there is no one who wouldn’t like to see something amusing, 

interesting and that which is gratifying to the eyes and heart. God has created so many wonders so that they can 

sustain the ecosystem in a manner that, as humans and finite beings, we cannot comprehend. We are only left 

with our deep desires of investigating and speculating what could be the cause of such scenarios. In his proofs of 

Gods existence, Aquinas scored a hundred percent if this is to fall in the law of nature; that we can know the 

creator through the perfections manifested by the created or contingent beings. That which nature manifests 

explicitly has no need of scientific explanations to prove itself. In his creative works, God made animals, plants 

and lastly he created the caretaker, after having made for him suitable and necessary conditions for his survival; 

the animals, world plants, vegetables and many other which he could use to nourish himself. Man never feared 

the animals and neither did the contrary. Actually this is a wonder that has dwindled. Is this kind of existence 

ever to be seen somewhere any time in history? We may wonder if this marvel of wonderful coexistence is 

possible! And what of the wonder of creation?! Can we imagine people interacting with the dangerous wild 

animals? People would not dare to do so as well as interacting with the world’s big five: Elephant, Lion, 

Rhinoceros, Leopard and Buffalo. I think this is unthinkable in the minds of the inexperienced and the common 

man of simple and unspeculative mind. Nothing is, however, new to those acquainted with what I am saying. 

And what of animal ‘family-like’ life and human-like organization? This is a naked truth to the speculative man 

and who desires to know what goes on beyond the horizon of his nose; what does nature constitute beyond the 

reality of experience! This is true of Ngorongoro conservation area. 

The crater is said to have been formed 1.5 million years ago through a volcanic activity which 

affected the core of the mountain, believed to have been higher than Mount Kilimanjaro. Due to heat the magma 

became molten and subsided thus leaving an empty space below the surface. Due to the weighty top material, it 

sunk down forming a bowl-like-structure that was named the crater. 

Ngorongoro owes its name from the sounds produced by the Maasai cattle’s bells tied on the necks, 

‘Ngoro…ngoro…ngoro…ngoro’, down the crater or caldera. As they looked for their cattle, they could hear 

such sounds and eventually the crater was named after such events. Maasai are the indigenous people in this 

area of the crater. With their nomadic way of life, they are famed as the people who have strictly maintained 

their culture such that, a Maasai warrior is determined to die rather than abandon his culture. 

Ngorongoro being the most amazing crater in the world has its special characteristics which make it 

so unique from others in the other parts of the world. It is the only dry crater or caldera ever seen and that 



harbors world’s aesthetic. Moreover, people live with wild animals with no harm. It is a new Eden where the 

sons of Maasai go out in daylight to tend their flocks with neither worry nor disguise. Happy are they who can 

enjoy such a natural and original way of living. This place secures its natural beauty through conserving 

thousands and thousands of animals of different species. 

The crater harbor Elephants which have their own unique characteristics. An Elephant has a life span 

of 65-72 years. For every 10-12 years, it develops a new pair 

of teeth. Its teeth wear out due to the kind of food it eats; tree 

branches and shrubs. This implies that it develops six pairs of 

teeth. As it reaches the afore said age, the teeth can no longer 

develop thus it may end up dying of hunger. Black Rhino 

captures the attention of tourists in this area. Its life span runs 

up to 50 years. Its pregnancy lasts 15 months. Rhino is funny 

in the sense that, after it has given birth it leaves its young one 

for one or two hours without caring for it. The young one has 

to clean itself the mucus membrane before the mother returns. 

What if the young one is in the danger of the other wild 

animals? We may question! Rhinoceros is a very rare species and therefore it has to be taken care of. There are 

game rangers who specifically deal with the protection of these species. How do they know? There are ladders 

which ensure proper surveillance of the area. Another unique characteristic is that, when this animal is on heat, 

if within 24 hours it has not mated, this condition disappears completely for another 4 years. Explicitly this 

shows why the number of the species is very minimal compared to other wild animals. Rhino suckles its young 

female for 6 years and male for 7 years. Lions are not a rare species to find here; together with Buffalos, 

Cheetahs, and hippopotamuses, all of which constitute a wide variety of the world’s beauty. 

Amazingly, in the crater you find several other species like antelopes, wild beasts, zebras, warthogs, 

wild dogs, ostriches, bustard birds, and other hundreds of wild life species. 

Africa, though we are called primitive Negros, lacking something to contribute to the world’s eco-

balance, we have something to treasure and to be proud of: our wild resources. Despite the heating criticisms, 

Africa has the capacity to attract both domestic and foreign tourists; a fact that encourages interdependence and 

display of the diverse cultural heritages. It does not cost us to feed the flora and fauna, water them, or treat them, 

but we earn a lot from the great resource of our beloved Africa. 

Nevertheless, we should not forget the divine power displayed by this; “since it is good to give 

thanks to the Lord, to sing praise for the wonder of creation….for he makes us jubilant by his deeds. We ought 

to shout in joy for the works of his hands.” “How great are your works, Lord! How profound your purpose.” 

(Psalms 92:6). May God continue blessing Africa and her sons and daughters?  

By Muema Patrick 

 

 

 


